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A N NU AL REPCfST OF THE TRUSTEES
T o  th e  H o n o r a b le  S e n a te  a n d  H o u s e  o f  R e p r c s e n t a t w e s i ^  G en era l C o u r t A s s e m b le d :
The Trustees of the State ^ ^ M ^ r e i r  thirtieth annual report for
the year ending November 30, 1939’ m m of Chapter 6' . Section 3/’
of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.). . , , .
The term of Professor Charles T. Copeland as a Trustee expired June 1, 1939. 
He was reappointed for an additional term of three years by His Excellency Governor 
Leverett Saltonstall. Professor Copeland has served as 1 rustee since August 28 1918. 
His fellow-members on the Board of Trustees extend to him congratulations and best 
wishes for continued good health throughout Jus new term. Professor Copeland ce e 
brated his seventy-ninth birthday on April 27.
During the past year the library received as a gift from the estate of h rank 
Stearns a very valuable collection of manuscripts of speeches delivered by Calvin Cool- 
idge during his public career before he entered the White House. The collection also 
included President Coolidge’s personal file of scrap books which contain newspaper 
clippings of public affairs in which he was interested. This Coolidge collection will 
be indexed and preserved for research purposes. . . .
The Trustees again express their concern about the physical limitations of the 
library and stack rooms as is reported by the Librarian. The space for current acces­
sions is provided through the elimination and disposal of duplicate volumes. It is 
fifteen years now since an annex to the State Library was provided in the basement 
of the West Wing. The Trustees recommend that additional space be provided adja­
cent to the library on the second floor whenever additional space is provided for other 
state departments in a building outside the State House.
The Trustees again express their appreciation of the valuable services rendered 
to the State Library by the Works Progress Administration.
The State Librarian, Dennis A. Dooley, was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the 
National Association of State Libraries at the annual meeting held at San Francisco
in June. .
J-a m e s  F. B a l la r d , C h a irm a n
C h a r l e s  T. C o p e l a n d
M a r g a r e t  S h e a
LIBRARIAN’S REPORT
42,384 volumes 
1,141 
100-150
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5,380
I have the honor to submit the following report on the work done in the Massa­
chusetts State Library during the year ending November 30, 1939.
T a b u l a t io n  of A c t iv it ie s
Main Room :
Circulation, ------------------ —-------------------------------------------------- -------------------
Telephone reference questions, ---- -------------------- ------------------------------------
Daily average attendance, ------------------ ----------------------------- ---------------------
Legislative Reference Room:
Circulation, ........ — .......... ---------------------- -......—........ —-......... -------- --------------
Telephone reference questions, ---------------------------------- ------ ---------- -----.......
Total attendance, ........—---- ----- ------------------- ----
Newspaper Room :
Circulation, ---------------- ------------------------------- ------ ------- ------- ------ ----- -------
Total attendance, —.... —.............- — -----------------  -................... ...... -..........-.......... ¿,000
During the y:ar Considerable advancement has been made in recataloguing the 
library,.; With' the fiddltiop. 'of 25-,008 cards to the catalogue the total number of cards 
in the new catalogue noyv. .amounts to 705,281. Over 12,000 books and pamphlets were 
accessioned during the ycai but the total of books and pamphlets in the library was 
reduced by over 2,000 items'. This is due to the fact that many serial collections are 
being bound for, the .first time., It isWioHujuSufil to have from eight to twelve separate 
pamphlets included' ir; dne JiQifn'd“ volfliTre.' Thus the numerical count is reduced from 
eight 6,r> twelve--ileitis ’to one. There is in fact no reduction in collected material but 
in the bound volume it is more accessible and it can be preserved for a longer time.
Three WPA projects have been continued throughout the year. The library in­
ventory project has a personnel of 53; indexing historical material a personnel of 34; 
and book binding and repairing a personnel of 25. During the year 16,872 volumes 
have been rebound making the total 37,067 books bound since the project started in 
January 1937. The indexing of special collections in the State Library has been ap­
proximately one-half completed. Over 100,000 items have been added from the collec-
i
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tion of newspaper clippings on state affairs and the collection of portraits and data 
of New England men who participated in the World War.
The State Library has reached the limit of its growth within the physical con­
fines of the space alloted to it. 1, therefore, renew my recommendations made last 
year that extensions be made of the library on the fourth and fifth floors in the North­
west corner and on the second floor directly below the State Library.
I further recommend that the State join with other libraries in this vicinity in 
a plan which will provide for a consolidation of material that is used infrequently and 
that a central warehouse be provided and operated jointly. ' There would thus be 
effected a very great reduction in the cost of maintaining and preserving for all time 
the very valuable collections now separately maintained in this vicinity.
On March 20, 1039 Clifford C. Douglass, Jr., was appointed Porter to succeed 
Mr. Charles W. Johnson, retired.
ACCESSIONS
Number of volumes added to the Library from Dec. 1, 1938, to Nov, 30, 1939:
B ix ik s
By purchase 1.248 plus 60 maps, etc..
By domestic exchange.
By foreign exchange. ...........
By gifts,
Massachusetts state publications,
Total, ...... .... .......
P am ph  lets
By purchase,
By domestic exchange.
By foreign exchange.
By gift.
Massachusetts state publications,
Total.
Total 1938-39, ...... ............... .............
Previous total.
Total number of volumes and pamphlets accessioned.
Reduction by binding.
Reduction by discarding.
Total number of volumes and pamphlets in the library November 30, 1939,
R ECATALOG U ING
Volumes and pamphlets represented in new catalogue November 30, 1938. 
\  olumes and pamphlets added to new catalogue during year,
1,308
1.145
171
2,268
418
319
1,719
101
3,998
779
2,157
208
Less reduction by binding and discarding, .............. .
Total number of volumes and pamphlets in new catalogue November 30,
1939,
Of this total 61,018 volumes and pamphlets are of the Law Collection.
De n n is  A. Dooley,
S ta te  L ib ra r ia n .
5,310
6.916
12,226
601,556
613.782
2,365
611.417
435.849
12,338
448.187
2,365
445,822
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS IN ACCOUNT WITH 
STATE LIBRARY
F inancial Statem ent , D ec. 1. 1938 to Nov. 30, 1939
E x p e n d i tu r e s
From appropriation of $5,700 for salary of State Librarian 
from appropriation of $42,250 for salaries of staff, 
from appropriation of $10,000 for books and binding 
from appropriation of $2,293.96 for contingent expenses. 
Total, .............
Salary of State Librarian,
Salary of Assistant State Librarian,
Salary of Head of Catalogue Department,
Sa aries of 3 Library Reference A ssistants,
Salaries of 11 Senior Library Assistants,
Sa aries of 3 Junior Library Assistants.
Salaries of 3 Senior and Junior Clerks and Typists,
Salary of Porter,
Purchase of books,
Binding,
Annual report for 1937-38,
Contingent Expenses,
Total, .........
Financial Statement Verified 
Approved,
$3,180,00
2.580.00
6.780.00 
19.649.00
4.230.00
4.080.00 
796.77
$7,019.37
2,979.14
$14.21
2,252.85
$5,700.00
41.295.77
9,998.51
2,267.06
$59,261.34
$5,700.00
41,295.77
9.998.51
2,267.06
$59.261.34
G eo . E. M u r p h y , C o m p tr o lle r
TABLE OF ACCESSIONS
B ooks
------- -----------------------------------------------—
1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933. 1934. 1935.
1936. 1937. 1938. 1939.
By p u r c h a s e ...........................................
Dom estic exchange . . . .
Foreign e x c h a n g e ..................................
D onation . . • 
M assachuse tts  s ta te  pub lications
T o ta ls  . . • • • •
1,532
1,217
200
1,239
349
1,674
1,070
199
1,464
396
1,829
1,050
234
1,413
548
1,781
1,124
186
1,857
31S
1,520
1,133
160
1,486
393
1,527
1,171
216
1,692
411
1,418
1,067
146
1,766
353
1,358
1,090
174
1,673
405
1,591
911
146
2,089
440
1,203
918
149
1,735
349
1,475
959
144
2,005
374
1,998
1,009
228
2,337
387
1,420
1,195
191
2,057
472
1,308
1,145
171
2,268
418
4,537 4,803 5,074 5,266 4,692 5,017 4,750 4,700 5,177 4,354 4,957
5,959 5,335 5,310
P a m p h l e t s
------------------- -------------------------- —------------
1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933. 1934.
1935. 1936. 1937. 1938. 1939.
By p u r c h a s e ...........................................
Dom estic exchange •
Foreign e x c h a n g e ...................................
D o n a t io n ....................................................
M assachuse tts  s ta te  pub lica tions .
T o tals
496
1,154
86
3,946
760
379
1,221
141
4,181
544
637
1,217
107
3,370
428
599
1,730
114
3,488
433
512
1,466
186
3,791
537
520
1,457
108
3,837
470
427
1,507
114
3,596
427
384
2,173
103
4,518
630
423
1,738
89
5,769
709
271
1,391
95
3,819
613
326
1,640
123
3,600
782
381
1,626
198
4,400
944
406
1,963
154
4,932
814
319
1,719
101
3,998
779
6,442 6,466 5,759 6,364 6,492 6,392 6,071 7,808 8,728 6,189
6,471 7,549
T o tal volumes and pam phlets in lib rary , N ovem ber 30, 1939, 611,417,
